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DR. B.R. AMBEDKAR'S THOUGHTS ON
CASTE SYSTEM AND DEMOCRACY IN INDIA

Dr. Rajiv N. Aherkar
Assistant Prolessor.
Drepartment of Enghsh.
Late Sow. S.5.M. Arts College, Ganuzakhoed Dist, Parbhani.

Abstract: The present paper is an attempl to study Dr. B, R, Ambedkar’s thoughts on caste
and Indian democracy. Indian culture is based on multi-religion and multi-caste and multi-race.
Religion, caste and race are inter-related which influcnce on Indian culture. Cuolture 15 an
integral part of social system. Indian social system is based on the caste system. The casle in
India plays a vital role in every aspects of society, It is seen that caste factor is dominant in
Indizn Sopiend Tt g also seen that in ancient time, Indian society was ruled by the laws of the
Manusruti. The Manusorati is based on Chaturvarnva (four sections of the society 1.e. Brafunin,
Kshatviva, Vaisha and Shudra). The Shudras were being treated as subhuman and were deprived
from all rights of a human being. The Indian social reformers like Dr B.R. Ambedkar sacrificed
their lives to eradicate caste system [rom Indian society. The British Raj also (ried 1o destroy
caste system from India. Dr. Ambedkar burned the Mamisiruei and fought for equal treatment
to the Shudra in the Indian society. Dr. Ambedkar studied hard to write Indian Constitution
based of the principles of Liberty, Fraternitv, and Equality 10 form secular sociely. The heart
of Indian Democracy is Indian Constitution but the caste system is a big challenge to
democracy in India, The present paper is an attempt to study how the caste system is a big
challenge to democracy in India in the light of Dr. B. R: Ambedkar’s thoughts,

Key words: Indian Society, Chaturvarnya, Democracy, Caste system, Secular society.

Introduction:

Indian culture is one of the ancient cultures in the world. The scholars from the dilferent
land came to India because of the rich heritage of India. In ancient time India was the center of
attraction. Besides the richness of Ancient India culture and heritage. there was some systems
which was affecting the rich tradition of India and the Caste System was one of them. As caste
is the integral part of Indian social system, it affects the every level of the Indian society. From
the Manusmrnti to the Indian Constituiion, it 15 seen the caste plays an important role. Manu.
the law maker of the the Manusmruti, founded the society on the basis of Chatwrvarna and Dr.
B. R. Ambedkar, one of the makers of the Indian Constitution, founded the society on the
principles of Secularism and Social Democracy, Dr. Ambedkar was the victim of caste system
and Untouchability in Indian society. He realized that these two hurdles must be eradicated
fromn the society to form a secular and soctal democracy, He committed his life to eradicate the
caste and dreamed a secular society.

In 1891, Dr. Bhimrao Ramaji Ambedkar popularly known as Babasaheb was born into an
Untouchable caste, known as Mahar- an inferior village servanis, The inferior village servants
were being treated as sub-human because of the inferiority and lowest caste level in the society.
Dr. Ambedkar experienced discrimination and marginalization from his carly childhood. He
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was not allowed in school and deprived from all the rights which were for the people of the
upper caste, Savarna. Lven in such condition, Bhimrao's father, Ramaji Ambedkar became a
Subkedar in Indian Britsh Anmy. Ramaji insisted tor schooling of his son and Bhimrao was
allowed to attend school on certain conditions. Despite of discrimination in school. Ambedkar
was the first from his community to become a graduate. He started his non-stop journey in the
oceanic field of education in search of knowledge. He was helped by social reformers hke
Savajirao Gaikwad. the Maharajah of princely state of Baroda, The Maharajoh was an active
advocate of social reforms, including the removal of untouchability, He sponsored Ambedkar's
further education abraad. Nt at Columbia University in New York where he completed Master
Degree and Ph.D. During this period. Ambedkar siudied economics, history and political
science, and wrote on a wide range of topics, including the history of caste in India.

Dr. Babasaheb returncd to India in 1924 and intensitied his campaign of social reform
by establishing the Buhishkrie Hitakarni Sobha (Group for the Wellbeing of the Excluded) to
promote socio-political awareness among the Dalits and taise public awareness of their
grievances. He believes in the principles of Liberny, Fraterity and Equaline. Democracy for
Dr. Ambedkar is empowerment of any person for parlicipaling in the process ol decision-
making relating to her/him. Through the process of constitution making, Dr. Ambedkar has the
tone to empower the common man. When one study the life book of Dr. Ambedkar, the reader
will find that Dr. Ambedkar is @ svmbal of revolt, the liberating force of the Untouchables and
one ol the front-ranking nation-builders ol modern India and the chiel architect of the Indian
Constitution which is based on social democracy.

Ambedkar’s Thoughts on Democracy:

12" century great saint Dnyaneshwara was also of the opinion and considered the world
is o home (Vishwachi majhe ghara) and every member of the home should have the freedom
to live his/her life with dignity. Like saint Dnyaneshwara, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar has also beliel
in the freedom and dignity of the common man, He fought throughout his life for the dignity
of the Dalit as well as victims of caste system and tried to establish social democracy in India.
Being a victim of caste system and untouchability, Dr. Ambedkar advocates that education 13
the liberating force and he becomes an extra-ordinary learnt scholar of the world, Only after
completed his education and experiencing the western social life, he started to liberate the
down-trodden people of Indian society in a democratic way without shedding a single drop of
blood, Dr. Ambedkar was highly mspired by the human efforts of social reformers like Shahu
Maharaj and Mahatma Jotiba Phule.

When one tries to [ind the origin ol the word Democracy. s'he will find that the term
democracy is derived from the Greek words ‘demos” and “Kartos®, the former meaning the
people and the later power."'. According to R.K. Kshirsagar, democracy is a form of
Government in which the people rule themselves either directly or indirectly. In democracy,
the base of sovereignty 15 common people. According to J.R. Lewis, “Democracy is basically
as a form of Government, but a form which exists to supply and maintain a better society and
to provide the maximum amount of liberty for individual consistent with the attainment of order
and sceurity within the State™ "

It is very necessary Lo know the vision of Dr. Ambedkar about democracy. According
to Ambedkar, democracy means fundamental changes in the social and economic hife of the
people and the acceptance of those changes by the people without resorting to disputes and
bloodshed. He wanted to establish the principle of one man, one vote and one value not only
in the political life of India but also in social and economic life. Te wanted political democracy
to be accompanied by social democracy. Dr. Ambedkar paid serious attention to religious
notions thal promote democracy. Ambedkar viewed the religious foundation of caste as the
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fundamental obstacle to democracy in India on the one hand and the Buddbist doctrine of
liberally. equality and fraternity as the foundations for democracy on the other hand. The
numes. Brahmin, Kshatriva, Vaisha and Shudra are hierarchical divisions of high and low
caste, based on birth and act accordingly™, In India, life was the monopoly of the Brahmin caste
and was completely denied to other castes for thousands of years.

The most popular definition of Democracy is given by Abraham Lincoln as.
“Democracy as Government of the people by the people and for the people.™ Many thinkers
have wiven many definition’s and meaning of democracy. But the foct is Democracy 1
not merely a form of Government but it is a way of lite. Which is based on radical humanism?!
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar gave snuggle and channelized his all efforts to realize Democracy in
India. Dr. Ambedkar revolted against Chatwrvarnya, Caste and Untouchability system 1o
cstablish democracy in India.

Dr. Ambedkar defines democracy as “a form and a method of Government wherchy
revolutionary changes in the economic and social Tife of the people are brought about without
bloadshed™.™ Dr. Ambedkar further defined Democracy as, “democracy is a mode of
associated living. The roots of Democracy are to be searched n social relationship, in terms of
associated life between the people who form the society.”

Caste System: A Challenge to Democracy:

The entire Indian socicty is divided in caste system which is based on negation of
human values and glared inequalities in society. Dr. Ambedkar explained the evil eftects of
caste system as “Caste has killed public spirit. Caste system has destroyed the sense of public
charity. The Caste has made public opinion impossible. A Hindu's public is his caste. s
responsibility is only to his caste. His loyalty is restricted only to his caste. Virtue has become
caste-ridden and morality has become caste bound. There is no sympathy to the deserving.
There is no charity to the needy.™

In his essay, Prospects of Democracy in India, Dr. Ambedkar tries to give the true meaning
of democracy. Through the essay, he shades light on the problem with the Indian Democeracy
due to the caste system and tries to examine the problems that arise due to the caste system and
explains why the caste system is a threat to the democracy in India. Indian social system is
based on caste system and everything is organized on the basis of caste. An Indian cannot marry
or cat with an Indian simply becausc of caste. Inter-caste marriage is not allowed in Indian
society. Caste has influence on elections also, In democracy it is very imporiant to elect the
representative of people. In Indian election, people elect their representative by casting votu to
the candidate belonging to their caste. They don’t consider his/her ability. The caste of the
candidate is his/her ability. The political party also considers the caste of the candidate and the
number of voters belonging to his/her constituency and then finalize his/her candidature for the
election, In the field of industry, caste has very vital role. The industrialists give the lopmeost
positions to the persons who belong to the caste of the industrialists, Same 1s the position in the
field of charity, commerce and education”.

There are some special leatures of caste system which have their evil effects and which
work against democracy in India. Dr. Ambedkar emphasizes on one of the features of the Caste
System which lies in its being accompanied by what is called Graded Inequality. In India
Castes are not equal in their status. The castes are lover and higher. They are jealous ol one
another. It destroys willing and heipful co-operation, unity, loyalty and sympathy which 1s the
foundation of society. In India caste system makes complete isolation of an individual. One
caste is bound to one occupation and it is assumed that the individual should follow the
occupation of hisfher caste instead to prove his ability in other business. A society should be
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democratic allowing freedom to its member to do the business according 1o his/her ability not
on the caste base. The caste system in Indian society restricts the individuals to use their
freedom of choice. The freedom of choice is one of the qualities of democracy. The caste
system in India has affected every aspects of socicty and a big challenge to democracy in India.
To remove the caste from Indian society, Dr. Ambedkar suggests that education may be solvent

if it is applied to the lower strata of the Indian Society because it would raise their spirit of

rebellion. In ignorance. they supports the caste system but once their eves open by cducation.
they will be ready to fight the caste system’
Conclusion:

Dr. Ambedkar savs 1o preserve Indian democracy, it is very necessary Lo remove
contradiction. Contradiction is that where one finds ineguality in social and cconomie life but
equality in polilics in the name of one man one vole. Ambedkar believes that, casles are
anti-national and anti- social becanse it creates jealousy and differences among the individuals.
Caste marginalizes and diseriminates the individuals who belongs to the lower castes, Caste 18
a big obstacle in the unity of Indian Society as well as a big challenge to the democracy in
India. Once caste system dissolved. it would be a great help to establish social democracy in
India.
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