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NAAC: AN OPPORTUNITY TO ENHANCE QUALITY AND
EXCELLENCE IN HIGHER EDUCATION

DR. RAJIV N. AHERKAR
Assistant Professor,
Department of English.

Late Sow, S.S.M, Aris College.
Gangakhed Dist. Parbhani.

ABSTRACT:

The National Policy on Edvcarion ahvavs emphasizes for gualine in education. The
guality of higher eduwcation is heing maintained by the HEIs through universities,
affiliated colleges and instinves. Centrad Government of India established National
Assessment and Acoreditation Council (NA4C) in 1994 aned gave freedom to such body
to take necessary steps to improve the quality of Higher education. The assessment and
gecreditation by NAAC is based on seven criteria. The acereditation framework of
NAAC is based on five core values: Contributing to Nutional Development, Fostering
Global Competencies among Studems, Inculcating a Value Svstem among Students,
FPromoting the Use of Technology and Quest for Excellence. The aim of this stdv is to
search that how the NAAC is an apportunity to enhance quality and excellence in
higher education and how NAAC leads 1o upgrading of guality of education at college
fevel.

Key words: Education Policy, Higher Education, NAAC, Internal Quality. ICT
Introduction:

Higher education is the responsibility of Higher Education Institutes (HEls). National Policy
on Education always emphasizes on upholding the quality of education. National Assessment
and Accreditation Council (NAAC) was established m 1994, NAAC is an outcome of the
recommendations of the National Policy in Education 1986. It is an autonomous body
cstablished by the University Grants Commission (UGC) of India to assess and acceredit HEIs
in India. Quality in education is to learn the right things and to learn them well. Quality of
education 1s the key lactor which is given more value in the modern scenario. Improving
quality is the biggest challenge before the higher cducation system with the growth of
number of HEIs. It is the responsibility of HEIs to provide quality education to make the
learner knowledgeable as well as professionally skilled human. The higher education should
be value-based. The higher education should open the doors to the students for personal
development and confidence to adapt to new situations as well as change the situations.
Higher education plays kev role in the development of a nation. The vision of NAAC clearly
indicates the objective behind its establishment. The vision of NAAC is: To make quality the
defining element of higher education in India through a combination of self and external
qualitv evaluation, promotion and sustenance nitiatives. The mission stalements of the
NAAC aim at translating the NAAC’s vision into action plans.
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The study of vision and mission statements of NAAC gives clear idea that NAAC primarily
focuses on assessment of the quality of higher education institlutions in the country. While
assessing and acerediting of HEls, NAAC considers Liberalization, Privatization and
Globalization (LPG). In modemn scenario, these LPG have influenced education system and
brought changes in the Indian higher education. Accordingly, in order to ensure external and
internal validity and credibility, the QA process of NAAC 15 grounded within a value
framework which is suitable and appropriate to the National context.. NAAC gives freedom
ter the HEIs 1o add their own core values besides the Nive core values given by the NAAC in
the manual, The main focus of NAAC 15 o enhance the quality in higher education and its
responsibility of the HEIs to response the call of NAAC. NAAC it not a challenge. it 1s an
opportunity to HEIS w enhance their quality and prove themselves as leading institutes which
contribute in the development of the country, NAAC founded seven critenia for the
assessment and accreditation of HEIs. The criteria based assessment forms the backbone of
assessment and accreditation process. The seven criteria represent the core functions and
activities of the HEIs, In the revised framework not only the academic and administrative
aspects of institutional funetioning but also the emerging issues have been included. The
HEls have scope to give their best in fields like curricula development. teaching-learning and
cvaluation, research and mnovation, providing adequate infrastructure, student support.
eovernance and value based best practices uselul in nation building.

Opportunity to the Management:

NAAC 15 an opportunity to the management which has a vision for guality m higher
education. Generally, il is observed the management of HEIs, especially in rural and semi
urban areas are very passive in assessment and accreditation of colleges.  The management
believes that the low grading by NAAC will affect the refutation of their college and grants
also. But in reality, NAAC gives an opportunity to the management. 11 assesses and accredits
colleges for improvement and shows the way towards excellence. The Government funding
agencies. like RUSA and UGC, fund only those HEIs which have been assessed and
accredited by NAAC. The Grading of HEIs by NAAC helps the management to get
Autonomous Status to the HEIs, Autonomy helps the management to introduce new
programmes according to the local needs and to produce skilled human resources which is
one of the needs of Self-Reliant India. The management can encourage teaching faculty for
rescarch and innovation though resource mobilization for research. The research as well as
Innovation not only helps in getting good grade but also help to get tund from funding
agencies. The positivity of the management towards NAAC is very important for the HEIs
situated in rural as well as semi-urban areas. It is basic duty of the managing body of the
college to make financial provision on educational and infrastructure development of the
college. The college Principal as well as co-ordinator has to play a key role to present the
plans before managing council and implement the directives accordingly. The Principal and
Coordinator dircct and coordinate the work done for NAAC by the colleagues.
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Opportunity to the Teaching-Faculty:

The process of assessment and accreditation of colleges is generally considered as a difficult
task by the teaching faculty of rural/semi-urban HEIs. But in reality. it is an opportunity 1o
the teaching faculty. It is NAAC that make the teaching faculty to realize that a teacher’s duty
is not limited to teach the students within the four walls of class room. A teacher should have
commilled to co-curricular, extension aclivities, research, innovations, best practices and
value-based education. NAAC encourages the teachers to participate diveetly or indireetly in
the process of syllabus design according the local needs. A teacher who is a member of Board
ol Studies (BoS) will directly contribute in framing syllabus. If not a member of BoS, s/he
can write to the BoS to consider the local needs while designing the syllabus. With the
permission of the management. a teacher can start add-on programmes. More focus of NAAC
is being given on student centered teaching-learning process so a teacher can use his'her
skills to implement syllabus by using group discussion, seminar, presentation, fieldwork,
projects and expericntial leaming,

NAAC considers the skill and knowledge of a teacher how s/he use it to meet the objectives
of the syiiaous using the available resources. NAAC is an opportunity. It enables a teacher to
give his/her best 1o the nation by making his/her students able citizens. A teacher can use
suitable teaching method and skillful use of ICT 1o impart knowledge among students.
Teacher can increase engagement of the students in learning process through online (using
LMS) as well as offline tcaching. Teaching Faculty can use histher ability to enhance
academic knowledge by using ICT during pandemic situation like Covid-19 and become
lechno-savvy, NAAC gives teacher lo be update and aware of the globul changes. Besides
teaching and leamning, a teacher should confribute in field of research as well as innovation,
Under the key indicator: faculty empowerment strategy, NAAC considers benefits given 1o a
teacher for his/her contribution. Teacher’'s representation on various governing bodies is also
considered by NAAC. NAAC teaches teaching-faculty to understand the objectives of the
NAAC, responsibilities of the committee and prepare plan to achieve objectives.

Opportunity to the Student:

The student is the soul of the educational institute. The students are the future of the nation, It
is prime duty of the HEIs to find the potential of the students and encourage him/her to use
his/her energy for the development of the nation. For assessment and accreditation of HEIs,
NAAC considers facilities given to the smdents including reservation in admission.
scholarships, student representation, feedback, gricvance redressal, infrastructure, teaching-
learning resources etc. during the pandemic situation like Covid-19, the students can prepare
themselves to be techno-savvy and use their ability to handle the changing trends of learning
using LMS, The Students are required to fill up feedback forms which play an important part
in the decision of peer team regarding accreditation. The peer team, during their visit, meet
students and verify facts provided in the feedback and report of the college submitted to
NAAC for accreditation purposc. Because of NAAC. all HEIs are taking care of all student
related facilities before assessment and accreditation and improving Lhese facilities after
assessment and acereditation by NAAC. Students are actively participating in various
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academic as well as managing committees like College Development Committee, Student
Study Board, Student Council, NSS, NCC ete. NAAC gives an opportunity to the students by
considering their feedback and facilities given to the students before grading the HEIs. The
active participation of the students and their role in nation building is being evaluated by the
NAAC,

The Seven Criteria and the Rural/Semi-Urban College:

There 1s no distinction between rural and wban HEIs because 1CT which is reached in every
corner of the globe and the world is a global village. There are some problems which are still
persisting in rural/semi-urban arca. Among the problems. the percentage of girl-students
enrolment, drop-out percentage of girl students, intrastructure, internet connectivity, resource
mobilization for research etc. are worth for consideration. Besides these, NAAC considers
honest effort of the rural/semi-urban colleges to enhance quality in education, There is little
scope in criteria-1 to contribute in design of syllabus but college can introduce add-on
programmes according local needs, implement syllabus and feedback system effectively. To
meet the requirements of criteria-11. colleges can use effective teaching-learning methods,
engage students in learning process through interactive instructional wehmgues, group
discussion, presentation. interviews, debates, presentation, experiential learning, projects and
application of ICT resources, College should develop continuous evaluation of the
performance of the teaching faculties as well as the students. Criteria-[Il gives colleges an
opportunity to develop a research culture. The college has the responsibility to ¢nable faculty
to undertake research projects useful to the society. The college can serve the community
through extension which is a social responsibility and a core value. The management and the
facultics use the available nfrastructure and resources to impart knowledge among students.
The college should inculeate the value among the employees as well as the students to keep
use the campus and to keep green and clean. As per the requirements of criteria-V, the
college should encourage students to pursue higher education and to be self-reliant. College
should have effective plans for empowerment of human resources, performance appraisal,
and linancial management. Rural college can present ils distinctiveness through the kinds of
programmes. activitics and values that it incorporates within its regular functioning through
IQAC.

Conclusion:

The main aim of NAAC is to uphold the quality of higher education in the country. It requires
an honest work from the management, the employees and the students, The NAAC is an
opportunity to enhance quality and excellence in higher education. It is an opportunity for
rural/semi-urban  colleges to present their distinctiveness. The management and the
employees of the college should take NAAC as an opportunity to enhance quality and
excellence in higher education rather than a challenge.
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SANE GURUJI: AN EPITOME OF GENDER
EQUALITY AND WOMAN EMPOWERMENT

Dr.Rajiv N. Aherkar
Assistant Professor,
Department of English, Late Sow. S.5.M. Arts College, Gangakhed, Dist. Parbhani.

ABSTRACT:

The present paper is an attempt to study Sane Guruji's perspectives on women portrayal in
the short story entitled, ‘Manubaba’. Sane Guruji is a well-known writer in Marathi literature, a
translator who translated noted books from foreign languages in to Marathi. Sane Guruji translated
some books into Marathi but he didn’t use his pen to write in English. Through his short stories, he
presented the image of the new woman who struggles for her identity, space and dignity in the family
as well as in the society. His short stories present the traditional woman as well as courageous
woman who struggle for her identity. Even the submissive woman characters create their space in the
minds of the readers. The present paper investigates the image of empowered woman who fights
against Indian male dominated tradition. The woman characters like Soni (from Manubaba)
presented as empowered women who overcome from patriarchal society and challenge the male
dominated tradition as well as evil Indian social dogma.

KEY WORDS: Indian Tradition,Patriarchy, Modernity,and Empowered Woman.
INTRODUCTION:

The great efforts of social activists like Mahatma JyotibaPhule and like others who
have opened the doors of the oceanic field of education for women. The feminists struggle for
empowerment of woman. The struggle of woman for liberation from male dominated social system
is reflected through the writings of contemporary writers. Sane Gurujipresents the social evils like
male domination, dowry, suppression of woman, victimization of woman, superstitions through his
short stories and projects a new woman who either boldly or coldly reacts against these social evils
and tries to find her identity in the family as well as in the society.

PandurangSadashiv Sane alias Sane Guruji who deals with every essence of the society
through his short stories. He discusses many issues of social phenomenon. He has experience as a
freedom fighter, writer, social activist, journalist, teacher, democratic socialist and founder of Antar-
Bharti Movement. His experience as well as the picture of contemporary societyis reflected through
his short stories. He is a versatile person. He writes in Marathi language. Besides short stories, he
writes novels, poems, essays, letters, biographies and translations. It is generally perceived that the
main focus of his writing is children as well as youth. The objective of his writing is to entertain and
to inculcate the moral values among the readers. Sane Guruji is famous for his literary work of art,
Shyamchidai (Shyam's Mother) and BhartiaSanskruti(Indian Culture). No doubt these books are
more valuable but his other writing is also valuable. His novels, poems, letters and short stories are
the best example of representation of contemporary society as well as universality. His short stories
are collected in ten parts under the title Sane Gurujinchya God GostiBhag -1 to 10 (Sweet Tales of
Sane Guruji Part -1 to 10)". His short stories create pathos in the mind of readers for the victims of
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the social evils. His writing gives moral strength to the suppressed people to fight against the social
evils and helps to live a life with dignity (Biradar:1999.).

Sane Guruji has touched every essence of society through his oceanic literary contribution:
poetry, short-story, novels, biographies, essays and letters. One of the important aspects of his
writing is feminism. Female characters are very well portrayed by Sane Guruji in his writing. He
tries to show how women prove to be much better than their male counterparts. His female
characters reflect the traditional as well as modern woman. While portraying female characters of all
communities, he presentsrole of woman characters in noble and gentle manner. He shows the
struggle of the woman for her identity, chastity and purity in the male dominating society and how
she fulfills her duties as a mother, a wife, a sister, and a daughter. He very vividly describes the
various roles of woman through his pen and is seen at its best in his short stories as well. While
reading his female characters, it seems that the readers not only feel pathos for the female characters
but feel proud also. It is assumed that the writing of Sane Gurujiis considered as children literature
and his writing makes the reader weep. In this connection to defend SaneGuruji’s writing and what
the tears are, P. L. Despande states;

Shedding tears means to understand sorrow of others or sometimes purgation of one’s sorrow.
It is this activity of shedding tears is one of endowed gifts by the Nature to mankind. Such crucial gift
is used in the writing of Sane Guruji to express his deep love for humanity(Bhave:2011:p-13).
(Translated)

Thus P.L. Despande defends his writing, The tears play a vital role in the life of human being
to keep him/her a human. One of the functions of literature is to inculcate the human values in the
society. Sane Guruji is one of the men of letters who know the power of tears and how to create it
through the magical words. Aristotle is also of the opinion that one of the function of literature
(drama) is to arouse pity and fear and because of this the purification of the reader (audience) can be
possible. The characters, especially woman characters of Sane Guruji have power to arouse pity and
fear in the minds of reader. He has power not only to create tears but also to wipe them. He has this
creative power because he has a tender woman heart, a heart of mother.

The story, Manubaba is based on the novel, Sails Mariner written by George Eliot. Sane
Guruji through this short story gives the message that self-centered life is useless whereas the life
which is dedicated to human service is useful. The central character of the story is Manubaba, a
weaver but the writer presents three types of women; a weak woman, a submissive woman and self-
respecting new woman. These women are the victims of the tradition as well as male dominated
society.The writer narrates the story and allows the characters to speak. The weak woman is
presented through the character of Soni’s mother, the submissive woman is presented through the
character of Indumati and the new woman is presented through the character of Soni, daughter of
Sampatrai. These three female characters suffer a lot in the male dominating society. Soni finds her
own identity in the male dominated society, Indumati manages herself in the male dominated society
and Soni’s mother sacrifices herself due to rude traditional system.

Manu (Manubaba) leaves his native place because his close friend, Vinu cheats him. He
starts living in another village, Raygaon where he eamns for life by weaving. He lives a lonely life.
He has no friends nor does he visit the villager for chat. He weaves all the day. His hut is outside the
village. His life becomes a machine. The villagers call him Manubaba. In the village there is a rich
man, Digambarrao who has two sons; Sampatray and Dhaksen, Sampatray is a good natured
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comparing to his younger brother Dhaksen. Digambarao wants Sampatrai to get married and he asks
Sanpatrai to get marry because Digambarrao knows better that wife has a vital role in life of the man.
He says to his son;

A woman is the dignity of house. Her presence brings happiness and neatness to the house.
Without a woman, the house seems unstable. Are you ready for marriage?\(Sane Guruji, 2012:P-13)
(Translated)

Digambarrao’s views about the daughter-in-law indicate that Digambarrao understands the
importance of a woman in the family. Here the first time writer introduces the submissive woman,
Indumati who waits for the acceptance for marriage from a boy. And she waits till his acceptance.
The writer clears that the view of the contemporary society about the woman as a housewife. On the
other hand, Thaksen cheats his brother and demands money for his daily expense. He blackmails his
brother because he knows the secret of his brother that he has a beloved. When his brother refuses to
give him money, he sells his brother’s horse and steals Manubaba’s gold coins and meets a tragic
death. Manubaba after the loss of the gold coins behaves like a mad man but his neighbor, Salubai
consoles him. Salubai touches his heart and he realizes that he has a human heart which he has lost
by the shock of his friend’s cheating and the loss of the gold coins. The narrator describes;

The closed doors of his heart are opened slightly. The tender words of Salubai plays magic
and the optimistic rays are entered(Sane Guruji, 2012:P-22). (Translated)

The tender words of a woman become responsible to change the life of a man (Manubaba)
who lives a lonely life and gives importance to earn money but the advice of Salubai effects on
Manubaba and after Salubai’s simple words make him aware of human feeling and help him to come
out from the shock of the loss of the gold coins. He starts to work again to collect coins and tries to
live a public life. On the day of Diwali (a festival of lights), Manubaba on the request of Salubai
lights a few lamps but he is restless. Near the hut of Manubaba there is a woman with her little child
tries to walk but it gets her difficult. Her position is described by the narrator as;

Look at the helpless woman with a little baby. She has a tattered Sari and she isweeping. She
is a beautiful and young woman but she looks charmless and seems that a sinner has cheated her. She
is a simple and innocent woman, She is tired of waiting and facing the comments of the people(Sane
Guruji, 2012:P-25). (Translated)

The narrator describes her helpless condition. As a woman she is weak in the male dominated
society. She is a victim of the male dominated society. She has no power to fight for her rights and
she says;

Today there is Laxmipoojain his house. A celebration will be there and in the gathering I will
expose his secret. I am his Grahlaxmibut he keeps me away from the house because I belong to the
poor family. Does it mean that the poor does not have dignity? Why he used my beauty if I am a
poor. He is a cheater and I will expose his sin to the world(Sane Guruji, 2012:P-25-26). (Translated)

She thinks to express her sorrow to the world. She decides to reveal how she is being
victimized by the man. But as a weak woman she prefers to die rather to fight for her right. She takes
poison and with her little child she walks towards the village. The power of the poison effects on her
body and she dies. Before her death she takes care of her little child. As a caring mother she wraps
the child in her Sari to protect the little baby from the cold but as a weak mother she dies leaving her
child as an orphan. The little child sees the light coming out of Manubaba’s hut, the child crawls
towards the hut leaving the dead mother. When Manubaba takes the child, he feels very happy. He
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thinks that his lost gold is back. When he comes to know that the helpless mother of the child is
dead, he goes to Digambarao and tells all the story of the dead woman and her little child.
Digambarrao and his son Sampatrai with villagers come to see the woman. They find the woman
dead. Sampatrai knows the dead woman and the little child but out of fear of tradition he cannot
accept the truth. He gives money for the funeral of the dead woman. Salubai expresses her views
about Sampatrai as:

How great you are. If the rich man has such a king and generous heart, there will be no
suffering in the world(Sane Guruji, 2012:P-30), (Translated)

Salubai does not aware about the secret of Sampatrai. Sampatrai is not as reach as to accept
the truth that the dead woman is his beloved and the little child as his own daughter. In real sense,
Sampatray is the murderer of the womar. The dead woman is a victim of male dominated society.
He is responsible for her death and orphanage of her daughter.

Sampatrai marries Indumati, She takes care of the house as well as father and her husband.
Her husband is so impressed by her work. Sampatrai and Indumati live happily. She is an obedient
wife. She always obeys her husband. He says her that the life without woman is life without
happiness, A woman is goddess of beauty, she keeps house tidy. The women are the music of life.
She is pleased by the praise of her husband. Sampatrai’s father also is satisfied after marriage of his
son with Indumati. He advises them not to give chance for hate in their life, believe each other and
do not quarrel. The view of Digambarrao shows that he believes in human bondage. Before his
death, he advises Indumati and his advice shows that he has faith in his daughter-in-law, Indumati.
Her devoted work at her-in-laws’ house wins the faith of her father-in-law. Indumati is an obedient
daughter, a faithful wife and a good daughter-in-law. She works at the will of other and finds
happiness in the work. She is a perfect model of a traditional submissive woman, When her husband
confesses his sin that he keeps the secret of his love for a woman and he has g daughter from her, He
cannot accept her because she is a lowborn and his father will not accept her as daughter-in-law. He
says;

Indu, your husband is not innocent. You would remember that I delayed to get marry you
because 1 fell in love with one girl even I married but withoyt telling my parents. 1 know that my
family background belongs to a rich and the girl belongs to a poor family so my father definitely
would not give permission to our marriage. Really I afraid and do not have courage to face comments
of traditional and orthodox people. So [ become a victim of this traditional rude system'(Sane Guruji,
2012:p-48), (Translated)

He tells her that he could not marry the girl because of socja) dogmas. But she dies for him,
for his false pride to keep his position unstained. He is a sinner. But Indumati forgives him and
accepts him. She says,

Let it be. It is your humbleness that you confess truth otherwise I would not know anything,
You and I would not depart henceforth. We live together last fifieen years and you are mine, If [ hate
You that means I hate myself and no one is innocent in this world. It is fair that You repent on your
follies and it is enough(Sane Guruji, 201 2:P-49). (Translated)

Indumati’s forgiveness to her husband indicates her image as traditional Indian wife
who accepts her husband without any complain besides his faults. The writer creates her image as a
traditional Indian submissjve woman who accepts her husband with his sin and respects him.
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On the other hand under the caring of Manubaba, Soni grows up. She and Ramu, son of
Salubai play together. Ramu proposes Soni for marriage. She accepts his proposal but thinks of
Manubaba after her marriage he will be alone again. Her thinking of Manubaba indicates that she is
ready to marry Ramu if he will ready to live together with Manubaba. She does not ready to leave
her parents® house after marriage. Like a new woman she wants her helpless parents with her even
after her marriage. And her proposed husband is ready to accept her proposal.

One day Sampatrai with his wife, Indumati comes to Manubaba and confessed the truth to
him that Soni is his daughter and requests Manubaba to give her daughter to him. When Soni knows
it she says; The survivor is greater than one who gives birth. My mother gave birth to me but
Manubaba nurtures me till the age of fifteen. 1 was an orphan when I came into this village but
Manubaba showed his courage to accept me as his daughter. It is shame to tell that being you are
father of mine; you hesitated to offer me dignity as a daughter in the society because you give more
importance to prestige and heritage of family. Really one who does not know importance of love he
would fall short to complete his moral duties also, So it is better to marry Ramu who is a poor(Sane
Guruji, 2012:P-55-56). (Translated)

Being an epitome of gender equality and woman empowerment,Sane Gurujipresented Soni as
an empowered woman who enjoys her freedom of choice and rejects the proposal of her father, his
wealth and ready to live a life in hut with her proposed husband Ramu. She hates the wealth which
hates the poor and divides the society in to fragments of lower and upper class. She accepts Ramu as
her husband besides his poverty. She is firm on her decision to marry with Ramu. Soni’s rejection of
her father’s proposal and selection of her would be husband clearly indicates that the writer projects
her as a new woman who enjoys her freedom of choice besides all the diverse condition. Sampatray
and her wife Indumati return back without Soni. The dream of Indumati to be a mother of Soni
remains unfulfilled. After the marriage of Soni with Ramu, Manubaba lives with them happily.
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