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ASSIMILATION OF ALIENATED JEW IN SAUL BELLOW’S NOVEL,
‘THE VICTIM’

DR. RAJIV N. AHERKAR
Assistant Professor,
Department of English,

Late Sow. 5.5.M. Arts College.
Ciangakhed Dist, Parbhani.

ABSTRACT:

The present paper is an attempt fo study Saul Bellow's novel, "The Victing™ in
the light of Jewish Assimilation in America. The Jew, the Black and the Dalit
are the mareinalized commumnities in the world. These connmunitios are being
discriminated because of race, colowr and caste. The Jews found themselves
alienated, helpless and powerless. The Jew were longing for freedom and a
dream-land where they can live a life of o human being. America is a dream-
land for the Jew. Saul Bellow and the Jewish weites like him tried to wse their
pen to make a space and identity to the Jew in the society. Saul Bellow is o
The Nobel Laureate American Jew. The Jewish Literature in America starts in
an absurd sitwation but now it gains international importance. Particularly the
Jewish American novelists have contributed to the growth and development of
American Literature which is an integral part of it

Key words: Assimilation, alienation. Jewishness, marginalization
Introduction:

A recipient of the 1976 Nobel Prize for Literature, Saul Bellow is being considered as a
successor of Dreiser, Faulkner and Hemingway. Bellow’s work reverberates with Jewish
mysticism (Hasidism) and Christian mysticism, with Freudian psychology. with American
naturalism and transcendentalism, with English romanticism and nineteenth century Russian
realism, and with Yiddish humor. His multfarious stances have always encouraged
speculation and alternative readings. His novels may be grouped in three broad categories —
the victims, the adventures and the survivors — for studying the increasing seriousness with
which he grapples with the problem of affirmation. The sublimation of the victims
(comprising Dangling Man, The Victim and Seize the Day) through the adventures (Augie
March and Henderson the Rain King) into the survivors (Herzog, Mr. Sammler’s Planet and
Humboldt's Gift) represents a marked refinement of sensibility and  consciousness
(Kulshrestha Chirantan: 1978 p32-33).

Saul Bellow's protagonists are victims of the complex absurdity of contemporary life: moral
and philosophical relativism, loss of faith in political and moral authority, alienation and try
to come out of the situation with positive attitude towards life. His protagonists are danglers,
They are victims of the crisis between modernity and tradition and find displaced. Modernity
placed them in a dilemma of “what the self owes the self and whal the sell owes the rest of
the world'. Due to the dilemma they lost their own identity and become the victim of the lost
generation. The present paper is an attempt to present how the Jewish protagonist, Asa
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Leventhal {(The Victim) tries to assimilate in American sociely with the help of Jewish
values. For the purpose, | have made my attempt to study The Vietim, a novel by a Post
Maodern Nobel Laureate Jewish novelist. Saul Bellow.

Key to Understand Jewish Literature:

Among Jlew novelisis- Saul Rellow. Bemard Malamud, Trilling, Philip Roth, Salinger.
Norman Mailer. 1. B. Sanger and like them are highly versatile in their expression. To
understand the Jewish Titerature and vision of o Jew weiter, it 1s necessary to understand ther
history, race and suffering. as Joseph Addison rightly stawed that a reader seldom parses a
book with pleaser until s/ he knows the writer ol it be a black or a [air man, of a mild or
choleric disposition, married or a bachelor, with other particulars of the like nature. that
conduce very much to the right understanding of an author. 1t is clear that the sense of Jewish
history and Jewish race is necessary 1o understand Jewish writing. When we go through
Jewish history. we find that the Jew is bullied, victimized and alienated from their mother
land. Thev suffered from insceurity and persecution. To save their life, they wondered place
to place like a wonderer. Jew is a victim of economic, racial and political prejudice.

Hitler tried to break Jewish ‘network of continwity” and tried to make Europe free of Jew. It
was an attack on humanity. Alter hundred years of persecution, despair, powerlessness, and
isolation, they travelled a world of poverty and ghettoes and arrived in a world where
opportunity, success and fulfillment of their dreams. America, where they arrived, was a
‘mother of [resh thought and joyous health, promised land or them. That is why a German
educated Rabbi described America as, “America is our Zion and Washington our Jerusalem”
{Theodore Friedman ed.: 1935 pl10).

Alienated Jew in America:

In America, Jews tried to live by the rules established by the host culture. The Jews were
given a minority group status. A minority group is *a group of people who, because of their
physical or cultural characteristics, are singled out [rom the others in the society in which
they live for differential and unequal treatment, and who therefore regard themselves as
object of collective discrimination” (Ralph Linton ed.:1945 p 347). Like the Dalits in India,
the Jews were marginalized in America, The Jews were marginalized under sweet label of
minority group. They were equally humiliated as the Negro. The Jews are treated as “the
white Negroes™ in America. The Jews wanted to get out [rom the ghettoes but in America
they were forced to live in "new ghettoes’, The suffering of the Jews is more or less can be
compared with the Dalits in India and the Negro. The little White Negro goes through
discrimination in jobs and housing vel calls himsell an American. The Jews sing the song of
America as in Langston Huge's term °1 too sing America” because of their strong belief in
optimism and the assurance they eot from the “United Nations Sub-Commission on
Prevention and Protection of Minorities’.

In the process of interaction in the society, the majority group always tries to force to keep
the Jews in the minority status because it is profitable for them. The majority group rationally
trics to create a negative image of the minority group as s'he is a lying, thieving, murdering
savage and untrustworlhy. Such stereolypes become as much a part of a culture as the code of
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conduct. This weatment of the society creates a sense of an out sider who o flen [inds himsell
unseeured. isolated, soul searching. Their minds fill often with questions hike- Are we
human? Who are they? And so on. Their dream-land, America. becomes a jungle where [ull
of wild animals (Gentiles). The Jews have survived or perished as a minority in the midst of a
pagan. a Christian or an Islamic majority. The Jew tries to be real American but it 15 the host
culture which reflects the Jew as a lew. In literature alse we have negative image of the lew.
In *The Oliver Twist’, a novel by Charles dickens. we have a Jew character named Fagin who
i< presented as a leader of pick-pocketing gang, Shakespeare’s “The Merchant of Venice™ 15 a
story of cruel Jew, Shylock who demands a pound of Nesh ol a Christian, Antonio lor his
debi.

The Jews and the Jew writers like Saul Bellow, Bernard Malamud, Trilling, Philip Roth,
Salinger. Norman Mailer, L B. Sanger and many other wanted to create a positive image of
the Jew not only in America but in the world. These writers presented such characters of the
Jew throush their writing which help them to create a positive image of the Jew in the minds
of the readers.

For the sake of assimilation the Jews tried hard. They can be adapted to the institution of i
society in which (the Jews) live and enjoy the blessing of liberty. Besides their attempt, 4
complete assimilation and acculturation was nol found but instances of assimilation were
seen through intermarriage and formal conversion to Christianity. We find American
minoritics have almost always been assimilationist or pluralistic. Even in their assimilation
they tried to maintain their Jewish identity. For instance, in the 1750, they built a Synagogue
which remains one of the finest examples of Georgian architecture in America. It is the best
example of ‘Identity is inherited”. The self is not determined by in which one lives but is
determined by in which one is born. 1t echoes Kallen’s theory ol ancestral determination,
"men may change their clothes, their politics, their wives, their religions, their philosophics to
a greater or lesser extent; they cannot change their grandfathers. The Jews or poles of Anglo
~ Saxons, in order o cease being Jews or poles or Anglo — Saxons, would have to cease 10 be
(Horace Kallen: 1924 p122-23Y.

Assimilation of the Jew:

Saul Bellow has presented a great deal of Jewish protagonists and Asa Leventhal is one of
them. From the beginning of his writing. Bellow concerns for a Jewish morality within a
large society. His sense of Judaism grows with the growth of his fictional world. His first
Jewish protagonist, Joseph who tries 1o find out answer for the question, ‘How should a good
man live? After the life of sutfering he experiences that the answer does not and cannot find
in a vacuum. Joseph is a man who closed himself in “a six sided jail’ i.c. a room. Bellow
makes his protagonist Joseph to take help of Judaism ie. “Freedom ol choice’. Joseph
chooses responsibility and comes out from his juil. Man’s freedom lies in his choice of
responsibility which confirms his relationship with socicty rather than a lack of
responsibility, Joseph, in the course of ime learns that the answer o the question can only be
found in the company of men and not in the isolation. Joseph gives up his dangling position
and accepts his role in the society.
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The minor theme of responsibility proposed in the first novel, Bellow makes major one in his
novel, “The Vietim', Max Well Geismar pomnts out that “The Victim® is the most Jewish of
Bellow’s novels and the protagonist, “Leventhal is the eternal Jew, accepting his moral
responsibility for @ world he never made (Max Well Geismar: 1958 p 214). The Jew — anti —
Semite theme is also taken from his first novel. “Dangling Man’.

In “The Victim bellow presented Asa Leventhal as a generic New Yorker who is lovely,
anxious the world beaten victim of the ruling svstem. His deeper Fear comes from uncertainty
of security in the cruel. indifferent chaos of the modernity. Asa is the presentation of the
predicament of modern human  being. Te cannot understand  his original  role and
responsibility that is why he feels alienated. Asa was a dangler before he understands his
identity. When Asa finds his role and responsibility. he comes out of his dilemma. In the
novel Asa with the help of spiritual shock treatment learns s duty and s own identity
which helps him to come out of his dilemma that is what the self owes the self and what the
sell owes the rest ol world.

The novel as a mingling of the two plots a major and a sub plot. Asa's allair with Allbee
Kirhby 15 a major plot and his involvament with his brother's family s minor one. The
novehsis twisted these two plots into a single plot. The first crisis of T.hc novel occurs when
Clena, Asa’s Italian American sister-in-law, calls him 1o leave his work and rush over lo State
Island where her younger son, Micky, is seriously ill, As Micky's illness increased Asa’s
involvement also increased. This sequence is repeatedly interrupted by an unexpected entry
ol Allbee Kirby who blames Asa for his hardship.  Allbee, Asa’s forgotten acquaintance,
suddenly turns up Asa’s life accuses him of having caused the loss of his job, his wife and his
pride as a man. He blames Asa for his degradation and demand justice.

A few years before to the action of the story at a party given by a common friend, Willston,
Allbee had insulted Daniel Harkary. Asa’s best friend. Allbee’s bitter remark about Daniel
angered Asa. Shortly alter that Asa asked Allbee for an introduction to his boss for a job. Mr.
Rudiger condueted the interview in a rude manner that resulted Asa to lose his temper and he
insulted the tyrannical and ill-tempered Rudiger. The interview proved o be a disaster for
both Asa and Allbee, Rudiger fired Allbee and dismissed from the job. For a long time since
then Asa and Allbee have not seen cach other but one day Allbee suddenly appears to contact
and blames Asa for his present degradation. Allbee feels that Asa had deliberately insulted
Rudiger in order to get him in trouble as a revenge for Daniel’s insult.

Allbee lost his job his wile died. He holds Asa responsible [or his ruined life and demands
compensation. At first Asa denies Allbee’s charges but being o human Asa feels pity for
Allbee, Asa says, “He was her husband. He was to be considered. She’s dead, but he's alive
and leels. That’s what brought him down. He could nol be like this otherwise™ (The Victim:
|998 p65). Out of sympathy Asa starts offering help to Allbee. Allbee doesn’t use the help
for his reformation, He drinks excessively and lives Asa’s apartment. One day Asa finds him
with a prostilute in his marital bed. Out of anger Asa throws him out of the house. At the
sume night Allbee returns with devils plan to kill Asa. He turns gas on but Asa awakes in
time and stops it. In a struggle, Allbee flees away, And thus Asa is freed from Allbee and his
spiritual shock treatment 15 over.
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Conclusion:

Tony Tanner made an elaborate comment on the UThou relationship in the novel as, “Bellow
probes down in to the problem of what self owes self and what the self owes the rest of the
world to what extent should a man permits himself to be limited as the claims of the other
people, where does the privilege of individuality run up again the responsibilities of inter-
relatedness’,

The attempt of sutcide m the novel s very svmbolic which represents the re-birth of Asa. Asa
is shown in complete changed man, He is morally healthy and recalls his wife and greets
Allbee as he has gained his dignity as o man. When he meets Allbee in a thealre, he says,
‘Tve made peace with the things as they are”™ (The Victim: 1998 p264). Like other
protagomists of Saul Bellow, Asa Leventhal, with the help of Judaism, finds out his identity,
He understands his role and responsibility in the modem society. He comes out of his
dangling position and realizes that the real dignity of 2 human being lics in accepting his
individual as well as social responsibility, The novel has a message that the Jews should
adopt the institution of the society in which they live and enjoy the blessing ol liberty.
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Class Consciousness in Anna Bhau Sathe’s Short Story,
Smashanatil Sone

Dr. Rajiv N. Aherkar

Assistant Professor, Dept. of English, Late Sow. 5.5.M. Arls College Gangakhed [ist. Parphani

Abstract

The present paper is an attempt to study Anna Bhau Sathe’s shore story, Smashanaril
Senein the perspective of class consciousness. Anna Bhau Sathe is one of the noted
writers of Dalit Literarure. Though he is a Marathi writer, his writing is being
ranslated in many languages. His writing inspires human being how 1o live life in
adversities. Anna Bhau views Arts for Lile’s Sake. The main characters of his lierary
creation alwavs struggle for life and never give-up. Like his many other literary
creations, in the story, Smashanaril Sone, the main characrer, Bheema struggles for
live besides many hardships. The story presents discrimination and dlass division. It
criticizes the society in which one section of the society has nothing to ear and other
has gold o wear even after death. The study is an auempr o find out how class division
and discrimination bring adversity in the life of Bheema and how he finds a way 1o
overcomme that adversity and lives a life instead of surrendering before the adversiy.
The present paper is also an atempt o focus how Anna Bhau tried to present whart is
called as Graded Inequaliny in Indian society.

Keywords: Anna Bhau Sathe, Dalic Literacure, Cliss Conscionsness, Graded
J'nr:qu:].fir:.'. Art for Lite's Sake
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Class Consciousness in Anna Bhau Sathe’s Short Story,
Smashanatil Sone

Dr. Rajiv N. Aherkar

Tukaram Bhaurao Sathe alias Anna Bhan Sache (17 August 1920 = 18" July
1969) was a versatile personality, He was o communist polidcal activist, testile worker.
social reformer. poet, novel st and @ Marachi weiter, He is a noted Dhalic Lirerarore as
most of his notable works concentrated on the marginalization of the lower casie
communiries and class consciousness, Anna Bhau was a Dalic born inoa low casie,
Mang which was considered as untouchable in Indian sociery based on Varna
Viavastha, Literary rreasure of Anna Bhau includes novels, poems, and screenplays,
and ballads in Marachi, Many af them are translated o various lainguages. Anna
Bhau Sathe's use of fotkdonic narrtive suvies tine Dowadeand Lawani helped popularize
and make his work accessible to many communities. Anna Bhau Sache's leading
characters in his licerary creation inspire the reader o live besides the diversities and
his art is for life sake in real sense. Most of the protagonists of Anna Bhau Satche's
lierary creation revoles againse the rural orthodox syscem and Brivish Raj ro save s
community from utter starvation. Yashavanr Manohar rightly s1ares thar Anna Balu's
literary work in second phase is influenced by Ui Babasaheb Ambedkar (Maske: 10).
Dr Gaikwad observed chat the close study of the works of Baburao Bagul reflects his
belief thar Ambedkarism and Marxism both the ideologies perpetrate social equalities
and insist on emancipation and freedom (Gailowad: 06). Anna Bhau Sache’s liverary
work in firsr phase was also influenced by Marx philosophy and in second phase work
is influenced by Ambedkarism,

Dalir Literature

The word Dalir means broken or scartered, referring to the lower caste people
also known as untouchables, Dalic lirerature is scen differently from traditional
literature, It focuses on cquality, independence, and the establishmene of an
appression-free sociery. o discusses the rejection and suffering of the Dalies in our
community, It opposes capitalism, caste discrimination, and aims to find social justice
and freedom. Indian Dialic literature is che writings of the lowest caste }1=:0p|:* i.e,
oppressed/untouchable from Maharashera in che 1960s, Over the Tast twenry years,
Dalir literature has got it place in the World Republic of Leers chrough translations
into English. [n an era when issues relaring ro human rights have been under crivical
focus, literary depictions of the experiences of marginalized groups have acquired grear
significance, The focus of Dalic Literarure in India is w bring o the forefront the
experiences of discrimination, violence and poverry of the IHafin The readers Fascinae
rowards the new charismaric dimension in lirerature e, Dalie lirerarare (Kavica: 239).

[Malis have been destined for inferior acrivities such as leather work,
butchering or removal of rubbish, animal carcasses and waste, [alirs have been treated
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as subhiuman and are marginalized by the upper caste people in the Indian socery,
Dralits have been struggling for their idenciny, equality, dignicy and space in the sociery.
The Dalit writer rried their level best to present their struggle through the lieerary
creation. The social reformers like Mahatma Jyoriba Phule, Rajashei Shaho Maharaj
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar sacrificed their lives o destroy graded inequality from
Indian Sociery, The writers like Anna Bhan Sathe, Narvan Surver, Keshav Meshram,
Mamdey Dhasal, Waman Dada Kardak, Bhimrao kardak, Viechal Umap, Shankarrao
Kharat, Baburao Bagul and like other writers, Dalit wrirers mastly interprered their
oW experienoes r;:g;irdinl_; social injustice in their cwn ;llltui'l't'n:_‘,r.lp]:in'.\ which are
called Dalir Auto-nareative.

Class Consciousness

The story, Smashamanl Sone (Gold from the Gravel depicts class
consciousness through the presentation of social status of the protagonis: Bheema whao
belongs 1o the lowest stas of the sociery and scruggles for his life. The class
consciousness is the set of belicts that a person holds regarding their social class or
ceonamic rank in soCieny, the structure of their class, and their class incereses.
According to Karl Marx, it is an awareness thar is a kev 1o sparking 1 revolution that
would creare a dicratorship of the proletarian transforming it from @ wage-carning,
pr{_}['u_'rr}-'-lg_'ss mass into the rul ing class | "'n"':-"tkipun[in:l. Bheemais an '.'IFCI'I{.‘T";']'.IE‘ ol relistic
picture of a lowest caste people in Indian sociery. Bheema realizes his social position
and finds himself as a victim of ciste svstem, class svstem, marginalie and poveriy.
His struggle ignites minds of the reader wo fight against the graded inequalicsin I ian
sociery,

The shore story, Smashanatil Sone by Anna Bhau Sathe was originally written
in Marathi. The story, Smashanaril Sone is vanskued by HLV Shinere into English
under the title, Gold from the Grave The story has dominant theme of class
consciousness, [he character of Bheema is very interesting and realistic to an exent,
[r portrays a lower caste promgonist — Bheenva A reader can have a religious reference
from Indian epic, Mahabharara to compare the name of the protgonist wich Kunti's
second son, Bheema who is a strongest among the five Pandavis. And here in this
story, character of Bheema is portraved as a very powerful and look like a wrestler.
Anna Bhau described character of Bheema as.

T [2FTa SeTE BT Wi T i, T et Saedrd s uw s ued g,
T FAEST TEEET TH B angaleio] ]

“With his strengrh of 1 aianr he aracked ohe rocks, and the hill receded,

Crranite rocks gaped wide open ar dhe strokes of s hammer.™ (Sathe:78)

The description of the character shows thar the character is physically strong and works
with devotion. He uses his strength 1o live a life instead of using ir lor vicrimizing
others, There was no job opportunity in his native place. so he came ro Mumbai in
search of a job. He did nor ger job easily. Anna Bhau tried to get avention of che
reader providing the theme of class division and discrimination. He had searched for
a job in the ciry of Bombay and could nor find any. He came to Bombay with grear
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hope that he would ger job and live his life happily but he was disappoineed and searted
hating the city of Bombay. Bheema says,

Hada wd @il ane. wo e iy Frar o S M e, e e gad
HIEH gm[l'll.Lng.1!c:-if1E]J.

“He hated the cite of Bombay which ofiers vou evervehing excepr work and

diefrer,” (Sathe: 78)

His jablessness changed his artoude rowards life. He eniicized Indian sociery
based on narrowe domeseie walls Le, caste, class divisions and discrimination. He was
the apinion that rich peaple lived their lives happily because they had evervihing o
live a happy life. On the way to return home he saw a dead persan and thoughe thar
the dead person must have been jobless and his death broughe him salvarion trem all
the adversities ol lite,

In the society hased on Charurviena Sysrem. the rich or upper-class people
always lived hecause thevare sanishied with cheir ives and enjoy all the freedom withour
having any hurdles of class division and diserimination. His displacement because of
johlessness, class division and discrimination lead him o think that the poor peaple
are meant to die because it s more comforting than living jobless. The theme of life
and dearth is interwoven with the nch and the poor respectively and is seen throughour
the story, Bhesn savs,

T T i s dt g dard anftn e e g e sl ard @ woem
ATe BT, B Y A S 82 AT Dangal a2y

"His simple logic led him ro believe that only the rich should dic ro help the
poor live in this warld and thar the poor man has no righr ro die.” (Sathe: 79

Bheema's opinion abour life shows that he realized his social status as a poor man. He
had come o Bombay from the valley of Warne in search of work, He was aware of the
caste system, He did not ger the job easily in Bombay, He lost his job due o the
closure of the mill and he was facing problem of unemployment. It was his
unemplovment condition thar made him experience the gap between rich and poor.
He came w the firm belief that there were class distinction of the HAVES and the
HAVE NOTS in dhis city and ir was understood chat if vou wane to live, you should
be rich and if you want to die. you should be rich, This feeling that made him
conscious about the class system in the sociery. The sociery based on class and caste
svsrem does nor give freedom o lower caste or class people to live a happy life and
enjov frecdom,

Anna Bhau Sache presented  character of Bheema as a strong yet
compassionate individual who wanes to earn his living, 10 feed his family. His only
wish was 1o buy a gold necklace for his wife, which he couldn’t fulfill. He was happy
when he had money which was got by selling gold collected from the graves and he
used that money to buy dates for his loving daughrer. His wife rried o stop him from
the new way of collecting gold from graves. His wife was of the opinion that the ghosts
used tolive in the gravevards and collecting gold from dead bodies would be dangerous
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tor his life. But Bheema replied her by saying that the ghosts live in houses racher than
in the graves. Blieema says,

THUEET YA ST S 1w wiae: 3, # {Es ue A S . ww
V[l TTd VT S0 Aot @ TR e, @ He maw g - I
W@[Dﬂngalcﬂﬁﬁ}l

“The cite of Bambay itscll s o colomy of ghosts. The real speciors live in
houses and the dead one's ror in the grives. Monster breeds i the cine. ot
in the jungles. " (Sathe: 80}

The above lines express the anger of Bheema for the peaple and the social system was
quite right becanse the whole ciry hias not cven one single job o offer him. He calls
the people real ghosts. This also shows diserimination and ¢lass division berween the
rich and the poor. He experienced thar the rich even die wearing gold but the poor are
lefe ro struggle for food.

The fight af the jackals and of Bheema has sinnlarity. Both fight lor survive,
Both the jackals and Bheema dig rhe graves w survive. The jackals dug for the corpse’s
flesh and Bheema for the gold. This shaws the same motive. However, the jackals
threatened Bheema, almost exposing him to the people. Bheema gets really furious ar
this encounrer as he could have been killed by the people or have been handed wa the
police. The fight of the jackals and Bheema reminds the fight berween the sharks and
Snatiage in Ernest Hemingway's novel, The Old Man and the Sea. Santiago lights
with the sharks to save Marlin, a fish which he caught 1o prove his ability and live his
life. '
Conclusion

Anna Bhau Sathe’s lirerary crearion presents the real picrure of Indian sociery.
His characrers struggle for identity and space in the sociery. The core issue of Anna
Bhau's writing is 1o establish secular society based on the principles of liberry, equality
and fraternity. The proragonist of the present story, Bheema realizes his social starus
and Finds himself as a vicrim of caste and class system, marginaline and poverey, His
struggle ignites minds of the readers wo fight against the graded inegualine in Tndian
society,
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